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MarTrTHEw X. 41, 42. 

He that receiveth a Prophet, in the name of 
a Propbet, ſhall receive a Prophet's Re- 
ward : And he that receiveth a rigbteous 
Man, in the name of « righteous Man, 
ſhall receive a righteous Man's Reward. 
And whoſ, ever ſhall give to drink unto one 
of theſe little Ones, a Cup of cold Water 
only, in the name of a Diſciple ; Verily 
1 joy unto you, He ſhall in no wiſe vfe 


eward. 


TOWARDS the beginning of this Chapter 
we read, that our Saviour ſent forth his 
Diſciples to preach the Kingdom of God: 

That they might preach with Authority, he en- 

dowed them with Power from above, and with 

the manifold Gifts of the Spirit: That they 

might attend upon their Miniſtry without Di- 

ſtraction, he eaſed them of the Care of provi- 

ding for themſelves ; and gave them Power to 
demand and receive of thoſe under their Inſtru- 
tion, whatever their Wants required. Provide, 
ſays he, neither gold, nor ſilver, nor braſs in your 
purſes; nor ſcrip for your journey, neither two coats, 
neither ſhoes, nor yet ſlaves ; for the workman is 
worthy of bis meat, v. 9, 10. Or, as St. Luke ex- 
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preſſes it, The labourer is worthy of his hire, ch. 10. 
This Reaſon ſhews the true Senſe of the Precept; 


ceſſaries and Conveniencies of Life, or to make 
Poverty a part of their Profeſſion ; but only to 


it been his intent, to make Poverty a neceſſary 
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that it was not meant to take from them the Ne- 


diſcharge them of the Care and Solicitude o 

providing for themſelves ; for they had a Right 

to be provided for, by thoſe whom they ſerv'd 

re the Goſpel ; For the labourer is worthy of his 
ire. 

And this further appears to be the Senſe o 
this Precept in Luke 22.35. And he ſaid unto them, 
When I ſent you without parſe, and ſcrip, and ſhoes 
lacked ye any thing ? And they ſaid, Nothing. Had 


Qualification for the Miniſtry, he wou'd not haveſſ . 
asked this Queſtion, or received this Anſwer ſip 
But fo little did he intend it, that his Care ſup- 4. 


plied the want of theirs throughout their Jour- 
ney, and enlarged the Hearts of the People toſſp. 
wards them: So that their Poverty was turnedf| 
into Plenty; and they preach'd the Goſpel, with- Inc 
out the Incumbrance ot worldly Cares, a havingſ,, 
not bing, and yet poſſeſſing all things. f 

As the Office of Preaching the Goſpel was toſ,,. 
be perpetual in the Chriſtian Church, ſo thig,, 
Right of Maintenance was for ever to attend it ef 
for the Lord ordained, as St. Paul tells us, thath 
they which preach the Goſpel, ſhould live of thej,.. 
Goſpel, 1 Cor. 9. 14 A Right on one fide in- 


19 


fers a Duty on the other: If the Miniſters oſſpu 
the Goſpel have a Right to be provided for, 'tis],, 
the Duty of the Faithful to provide for them 

Bu 


C 
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Dot che Proportion of this Maintenance being 
pt ino where determined, but Men left to give as 
Ne- heir Circumſtances enable them, and as their 
akef ove and Honour for the Miniſtry incline them 
toy nat is given upon this Account, comes to be 
olponſidered as a Charity freely offered, rather 
Slit han as a Debt duly diſcharged : And as ſuch, 
Pur Saviour has promiſed to accept and reward 
büßt. And fince in this kind of Charity the Ho- 
our of his Name, and the promoting his Re- 
igion are moſt immediately conſulted, he has 
diſtinguiſh'd it from all others by a more ho- 
ourable and glorious Reward : He that receiveth 
Prophet, in the _— of a Prophet, ſhall receive 
a Prophets Reward, &Cc. TEN 
10 — Prophet, ſometimes 
ver ſignifies to receive his Doctrine, 
up- nd to become his Follower or Diſciple; but in 
ur-this Place it cannot ſignify ſo, for theſe Two 
tO-FReaſons : 
ned Firſt, Our Saviour himſelf diſtinguiſhes this 
ich r eception of a Prophet from the other Recepti- 
gon, which is obeying and hearkning to his 
oice, in the 14th Verſe ; Whoſoever ſhall not 
receive you, nor hear your Words ; when you de- 
dart out of that Houſe, or City, ſhake off the Duſt 


1 John 17, 12, 


; to 


thi 


* F your Feet. Had the ſame thing been intend- 
N. 2d by receving and hearing a Prophet, the Words 
J 


wou'd have been thus connected, Whoſoever 
in ſhall not receive you, and hear your Words; 
 O1Jbut the disjunctive Particle vor, ſhews that they 
Stare here ſpoken of as different things. The 
m Jr ith Verſe, compared with this 14th, will de. 
Bu termine 


side with them , which Abode implies, not on- 
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termine what is meant in this place by receiving 
a Prophet: Into whatſoever City or Town ye ſhall 
enter, enquire who in it is worthy, aui there abide 
rill ye go thence, v. 11. In the 14th it follows; 
Whoſoever ſhall not recerve you, & c. that is, to a: 


ly Houſe-room, but a Supply of ſuch other Ne. I 
ceſſaries as their Circumſtances required; for it 
was to anſwer the Watit of Gold and Silver, 
and ſuch other things as they were expreſsly for- 
bidden to provide for themſelves. |, 5 
The Second Reaſon may be collected ſrom 
the laſt Verſe of the Text; And whoſoever ſpalllſl th 
give to drink unto one of theſe little ones, a cup of ftri 
cold water only, in the name of à diſciple ; Verih, Ito 
J fay unto you, he ſhall in no wiſe loſe his reward. th 
*Tis manifeſt that our Saviour here ſpeaks of gi- I ſu 
ving a Cup of cold water only, as the loweſt De- 
gree of that Virtue which he was then recom- 
mending ; for to ſhew how acceptable an Offe-Fli 
ring it wou'd be to God, to receive a Prophet in 
the name of a Prophet, he adds, that even a 
Cup of cold Water given in the name of a Diſ- 
ciple, ſhou'd not loſe its Reward. To receive a 
Prophet, therefore, and to give a Cup of cold 
Water to a Diſciple, are Acts of the ſame kind, 
tho' differing. in Degree ; and conſequently, to 
receive a Prophet, in this place, is not an Act 
of Faith or Obedience, but of Charity and Be- 
neficence. Mk og ann DT Is 
To receive a Prophet in the Name of a Prophet, fei 
is to receive him becauſe he is a Prophet; uponſis 
account of his Character and Office, and near ſis 
Relation 


the Sons of the Clergy: 5 


ing Relation which he bears to Chriſt. To be kind 


bet, 
on 
ear 
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to our Friends and Relations, and to adminiſter 
Relief to the extreme Neceſiities and Sufferings 


of our Fellou- Creatures, is, in ſome Degree, to 
comply with the Cravings of Nature in our 


ſelves, and to provide for our own Eaſe and En- 
joyment : For the Pity and Compaſſion, which 


miſerable Objects raife in us, are attended with 
Ja Pain and Uneaſineſs to our ſelves, no other- 


wiſe to be allaved, but by relieving the Miſery 
that cauſed them. But when we relieve the 
Members of Chriſt, becauſe of the Relation 
they bear to him, we act then in the Spirit of 
true Chriſtian Charity ; and ſhew our ſelves 
to be lively Parts of his Body, Rejoicing with 
them that do rejoice, and fuffering with thoſe who 
ſuffer. . | 

The Excellency of Chriſtian Charity is deri- 


ved from this Dignity of its Object. In Mora- 


lity we can riſe no higher than to conſider Men 
as Men, as Partakers of the ſame common Na- 
ture with our ſelves ; and the Natural Senſe we 
have of Miſery is the Foundation of our Ten- 
derneſs and Compaſſion towards others. In this 
Caſe, the Regard we have for others, is derived 
from our felves; and our Love and Compaſſion 
bear a Proportion to the Relation that is between 
us and them : Our Children ſhare as largely. in 
our Affections, as they do in our Blood. Next 
ro them, our Relations and Friends have the Pre- 
ference : And in all Caſes, the Love of our ſelves 


is the Fountain from which our Kove to others 
from a- 


is derived. But Chriſtian Chagity flows 


B. nother 
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ther Spring: Here all the Affections terminate 
in Chriſt; and we know no other Relation but 
that which is derived from him, who is Head 
over the whole Family. And as the Love of 
Chriſt is the Source of Chriſtian Charity, ſo is 
it the Meaſure of it too; and the Rule by which 
we mult adjuſt our Love and Charity to others. 
He is our neareſt Relation, who is neareſt related 
to Chriſt ; and is therefore the moſt immediate 
Object of our Love and ( harity. He that re- 
cerverh you, ſays our Bleſſed Lord to his Apoſtles, 
receiveth me; and he that recerveth me, recerveth 
him that ſent me. Then follow immed a ely the 
Words which I have now read to you, tor the 
Subject of this Diſcourſe. 
In treating on which, T beg leave to obſerve 
to you, 


Fir/?, The ſeveral Degrees of Charity menti- 
on'd in them; and wherein the Excellency ot 
one above the other conſiſts. 

Secondly, How truly Chriſtian, and Excellent 
in its Kind, that Charity 1s, which 1 is thy the End 
and Deſign of (this — Fre 


fron ng 93 
I. If we begin our 3 t at 7 Ver 1 
mediately preceding the Text, we ſhall find Four 


Degrees of Charity enumerated , and diſtin- 
guiſh d from each other, by the ſeveral and di- 
ſtinct Promiſes made to them. The firſt is, 
That of receiving an Apoſtle : He that recerveth 
you, recerveth me. The Second, That of recei- 
ving a Prophet : He that receiveth a Prophet is 

the 
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the name of a Prophet, ſhall receive a Prophet's 
Reward, The Third, That of Receiving a 
Righteous Man: He that recetveth a Righteous 
Man in the name of a Righteous Man, ſhall receive 
a Righteous Man's Reward. The Fourth, That 
of Relicving the Meane(t of Chri'ſts Diſciples : 
Whoſoever ſhall give to drink unto one of theſe 
little ones, a cup of cold water only, in the name of 
a diſciple ; verily, I ſay unto you, he ſhall in no 
wiſe looſe his reward. 

Charity is diſtinguiſh'd into theſe difterent 
Kinds and Degrees, by the Dignity of the Per- 
ſons who are the Objects of it. For ſince Re- 
the ceiving a Prophet, ſhall entitle us to a Prophet's 

Reward ; and Receiving a Righteous Man, to a 
ve Righteous Man's Reward ; tis plain, that Re- 
ceiving a Prophet as far exceeds the Charity 
of Receiving 2 Righteous Man, as a Prophet is 
ti- more Excellent than he. 
off To receive a Prophet, becauſe he is our Friend 
or Relation, is but a common Degree of Kind- 
nt neſs; the Honour muſt be paid him becauſe he 
nd is a Prophet; it muſt be done in the Name of a 
I Prophet: Wo that the Motive and Principle up- 
Of On which we act, muſt be taken into the Ac- 
n-W-count ; and our Good Deeds will receive their 
ur ¶ true aud proper Value, from the Views and Re- 
n- gards with which they are done. 
di- In this lies the Ditierence between the Chri- 
is, | ſtian and the Moral Virtue : the ſame Object ap- 
th} pears not in the ſame Light to both. Nature 
ei- melts at the ſight of Miſery, and by a ſecret 
in Sympathy feels what it ſees ; and relieves it ſelf, 
he B 2 by 
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by adminiitring Comfort and Support to the al. 
flicted : But Grace looks on the  Sufferings of 
Chriſt in all his Members; and gives that Af. 
ſiſtance to the Miſerable tor his ſake, which Na- 
ture gives only for its own. For this Reaſon 
we find Chriſt charging himſelf with all the 
Kindneſſes and Acts o Mercy ſhewn to his Bre- 
thren and Diſciples. I was an hungred, ſays he, 
and ye gave ME meat; I was thirſty, and ye gave 
ME drint; I was a ſtranger, and ye took ME in, 
waked, and ye cloathed ME; I was fickh, and ye 
viſited ME ; I was in Priſon, and ye came unte 
ME. This Regard to Chriſt, is the very Liſe 
and Soul of Chriſtian Charity ; and that only 
which can entitle our good Works to Reward at 
the Laſt Day: For our good Works themſelves 
have neither Merit nor Righteouſneſs, but as 
chey begin and end in Chriſt : The Love of 
Chriſt is the Fountain of Chriſtian Charity ; and 
Chriſt in his Members, is the Object of it. 
This being the Nature of Chriſtian Charity, 
'tis plain that one kind will differ from ano- 
cher in Perfection, as it more nearly approaches 
che Perſon of Chriſt, who is the Object; and as 
it more ſtrongly partakes of the Principle, 
which is the Love of Chriſt. And by this Rule 
of Proportion, our Saviour has placed the ſe- 
veral Degrees of Charity mention d in the Text; 
as will appear by conſidering the Characters 
and Relations of the Perſons, who are the im- 
mediate Objects. 
The Perſons mentioned are of Four Sorts: 
Apoſtles; Prophets; the Rightequs ; and, the 
Little 
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They are rank'd according to the 
dignity of their Characters, which ariſes fro 
the Kelation which they bear to Chriſt, who is 
Head over all. And under one or other of theſe 
Denominations, may every Chriſtian be found: 
So that we have here, in truth, a perfect Scheme 
of Chriſtian Charity, and a Rule to direct us 
in the Choice of Proper Objects. a 

The Apoſtles upon the Death of our Saviour, 
ſucceeded to the Government and Direction of 
the Church: They were commiſiion'd to feed 
and to rule the Flock in his Stead, and in his 
Name. Under them were plac'd Teachers and 
Paſtors of different Orders, who are compre- 
ended under the General Name of Prophets. 

Theſe Offices have been perpetuated in the 
Church by a conſtant Succeſſion of Men duly 
called to them ; and the preſent Governors and 
Paſtors of it, ſtand i in the ſameDegree of Nearneſs 
and Relation to Chriſt that the Apoſtles and 
Prophets did, who went before them in the ſame 
Work of the Miniſtry ; and we muſt /o account of 
them, as of the miniſters of Chriſt, and ſtewards of 
the myſteries of God, 1 Cor. 4.1 

The Two next Characters belong to the Flock 
of Chriſt ; who are not diſtinguiſhed from each 
other by any Difference in Character or Office, 


- | but only by their different Attainments in Faith: 


The Righteous are the Strong in Faith; 
the little Ones are the weak. The 
Righteous are thoſe, who, as the Apo- 


Rom. 15, 
I; | 


Iſtle to the Fpheſtans expreſſes i it, are come unto a 


er feet Man, unto the meaſure of the ſtature of the 


fulneſs 


0 A Sermon preach d before 
fulneſs of Chriſt. The Little Ones are thoſe he 
calls Children; unſettled in the Faith, and liable 
to be toſſed to and fro, and carried about with ever 
Wind of Doctrine, Eph. 4. 13, 14. | 

The Gore Grotius reckons here but Three 

y 


Degrees {tor he leaves out the Apoſtles, who yet 
are plainly mention'd in the 40th * ot 
them he ſays, that they are tres Diſcipulorumſſe 
Chriſti Gradus. The Righteous he makes to be 
| a Middle Kind of Chriſtian, between the Littleꝶ 
Ones and the Perfect: And by Prophets he un- 
| derſtands only Perfect Chriſtians, without re. 
gard to any peculiar Office or Character in the 
Church belonging to them. But this is neither 
agreeable to the Language of Scripture, nor to 
our Saviour s Deſign in this Place; the N 
the Righteous, are always ſpoken of as Perfect} 
Chriſtians : Thoſe who are to ſhine forth in theſwa 
Kingdom like the Sun, are ſurely no Mean, orhof 
Middle Kind of Chriſtians; but they are calledfpr 
the Righteous. So in the 25th of St. Matthew, The 
1 thoſe who at the laſt Day ſhall be enti - Pu 
41. '33- tled to Eternal Life, are the Righteous. o 
| In the 12th of the Zebrews, the Apoſtleſto 
1 tells them they are come fo the general Aſ- 

1 ſembly and Church of the Firſt born, which areſter 
written in heaven; and to God the judge of all, andſbu 
to the Spirits of juſt men made perfect: z, nv uxn 
i | Irrgiw TAE wu, are the 3rgin, the Righ-fret 
teous, here ſpoken of as Middle Chriſtians, wherethe 
their diſtinguiſhing Character is, that they arepf 


made Perfect ie 
Nor 
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hel Nor is the Word Prophet ever uſed, where 
bleChriſtians in general are ſpoken of; but it al- 
VerffEways denotes a peculiar Character and Office: 
He gave. ſays St. Paul to the Epheſrans, ſome Apo- 
reefWles, and ſome Prophets, and ſome Evangeliſts, and 
yet home Paſtors and Teachers. Where the Offices 
] oiſare thug diſtintly enumerated, Prophet denotes 
rumſa diſtin Order in the Miniſtry ; but when tis 
beſuſed generally, it denotes the Paſtors and Teach- 
ttlefers of the Church, without regard to their di- 
un. ſtinct Orders: And in the Text, Prophets fol- 
re. Now after Apoſtles, in the fame Manner that 
the Little Ones follow after the Righteous: For as 
herÞLittle Ones include all Degrees of Chriſtians un- 
r toſer the Righteous, ſo Prophets include all De- 
210, frees of Paſtors under Apoſtles. - : 
et} Beſides, our Saviour's Deſign in this place, 
thefwas evidently to lay aFoundation for theSupport 
orſof the Chriſtian Miniſtry : He forbids them to 
[ledÞprovide for themſelves, for this Reaſon, becauſe 
ew, they were Workmen worthy of their Hire, and 
nti-· Pught to be provided for by others: And to en- 
ou. courage Men chearfully to diſcharge this Duty 
f{tlefto them, he adds, He that receiveth you, recei- 
Aſ-fveth me. And when this was his Deſign and In- 
are ſtention, cou'd he forget all Degrees of Teachers; 
andÞþþut Apoſtles, and yet be ſo particular in reckon- 
uihng up all Degrees of Chriſtians? It was ne# 
igb-feilary to his Purpoſe indeed; and to compleat 
1erefthe Compariſon , to mention the ſeveral Degrees 
arepf Chriſtian Charity, that it might appear how 
ighly he valued, above all others, that which 
fras to be the Support of his Miniſtry on Earth þ 
An 


Nor 


> 


And therefore having ſhewn the Preference that 


12 


A Sermon prenchd before | 


was to be given to his Miniſters, according td 
the Dignity of their Office, he proceeds to ſhew, 
that others were but in a lower Degree, and 
were to be regarded according to their Perſonal 
Attainments in Faith and Holineſs ; which was W 
evidently giving the Preference to his Miniſten dc 
upon Account ot their Office, before all others th 
how great ſoever their Spiritual Attainments] it 
might be. This was effectually to recommend} W 
them to the Care of the Faithful, by ſhewing, | 1Ni 
that by providing for them here, they laid up*Þ 
for themſelves hereafter the greateſt Riches: « 
For he that receiveth a Prophet, in the name of 184 
Prophet, ſhall receive a Prophet's Reward. 

From this Declaration, made by our Saviour, 
we learn what ought to give the Preference inf 
Chriſtian Charity. The Relation which Men 
bear to Chriſt, is the Foundation of the Love 
and Hcnour that are due to them; and thefC 
nearer the Relation is, the greater Love and Ho. IH 
nour are due to it. Of his Diſciples our SaviN 
our ſaid in the Goſpel, : Behold my Mother, and my. 
Brethren ; no Wonder then that he favs to them el: 
here, He that receiveth you, receiveth me. By — 
this Rule our Kindneſs muſt deſcend from the 
greateſt to the meaneſt of Chriſt's Diſciples ;|.- 
and when it reſts there, z? ſhall in no wiſe loſe itiſdan 
Reward. | * 

'Twere eaſy here to ſnew, the Title that theſes 
ſeveral Degrees of Charity have to their re-, Ir 
ſpective Rewards; but I ſhould tire your Pati Sy 
ence, ſhou'd I run thro' every Kind; give me * 

leave 


'D Q = = 


es eh nod acti. 
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at leave only to inſtance in one, and becauſe it is 
to moſt applicable to our preſent Diſcourſe, in that 
wih of receiving a Prophet in the name of a Pro- 
nal ber. | 13 
1l : This Charity is entitled, to a Prophet's Re- 
„ward: And well it may; for tis a Charity that 
er; does a Prophet's Duty; by enabling him to do 
rs the Work of his Calling, ue ſhare with him in 
nec it; and preach the Goſpel by the Mouth which 
nd} we feed. Tis St. Auſtin's Obſervation concern- 
ing St. Paul, that when he held rhe Garments of 
up} choſe who ſtoned the Martyr Stephen, he did 
es“ omntum manibus lapidare; the Aſſiſtance he 
f af gave to all, entitled him to the Guilt of all; and 
made his Hand to be in every Blow that was 
ur,ſtrock : And certain it is, that the Ailiſtance 
inland Encouragement we give Men, either in the 
ten} Good, or Evil, they do, will make us Sharers 
ovel with them in their Merit, or their Guilt. The 
thel[ Charge which St. Paul gives Timothy, to lay 
Jo. Hands ſuddenly on no Man, he ſupports with 
1vi.jthis Reaſon; Neither be partaker of other Mens 
alias; keep thy ſelf pure. For he wou'd have been 
\emſchargeable with the Unworthineſs of ſuch, as he 
By | \ IR + FEY TRY ee ee e 3 


the RA inet | | 
J -Quanto. lapidatus eſt Stephanus primus Martyr pro 
les Nomine Chriſti, 3 aderat & Saulu- yy lic aderat la pi- 
2 7tiÞdantibus, ut non ei ſufficeret ſi tantum ſuis Manibus lapidarer. 
Ut enim effet in omnium lapidantium Manibus, ipſe omnium 
0 Veſtimenta ſervabat; magis ſeviens omnes adjuvando, quam 
heſe uis Manibus lapidando. Augaſt de Sancti Pauli Converſione., 
re- Inter Lapidatores fancti Stepbani Martyris ibĩ erat iſte durus, 
K forte ceteris durior, omnium lapidantium Veſtimenta ſetrva- 
2.1t1- E. nr * "XY RS þ 1 
| at, ut omnium in Mambus lapidarec. Idem in Pf. 147. | 
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ſhou'd, without due tryal, admit into the Mini- vi 
ſtry. By the fame Rule, to bring Men worthyſth 
of the Offiee, into the Miniſtry ; to ſupport andi of 
to encourage them in the Diſcharge of theit In 
Duty; is to partake with them in their Miniſtry, ſto 
and muſt be attended with the Reward that is do 
proper and peculiar to it. Js. 
The Work of the Miniſtry is great, and re- 
quires our whole Attendance; tis the ProphersJve 
Buſineſs to inſtruct the Weak ; to comfort theſ te 
Afflicted; to viſit the Siek; to rebuke Sinners me 
and what time can be ſtol'n from theſe neceſſa vi 
ry Duties, is but too little to be employed ive; 
ſearching the Oracles of Truth, that we mayſwh 
know the perfect Will of God in all things ob! 
And if to this, the trouble of the World muſtften 
be added; and the conſtant Care of ſupportingſs t 
our Selves and Families againſt encroaching Pofite 
verty and Want; Who is ſufficient for . theſqout 
things > Muſt not the Ignorant want Inſtructionſtar 
and the Afflicted Comfort, whilſt the Prophet ipor 
employed in the Meaner Cares of the World fel 
And may not ſuch then, who by their BountFro! 
and Liberality, ſet the Prophets of the Lord frei h 
from the World; and in a manner conſecrat 
them anew, and entirely to his Service; be prof I 
perly faid to labour with them in the Work qkinc 
the Goſpel? And as they partake in the WorkJigr 


, ought they not likewiſe to partake in the Re 7 


ward ? nd 

The propereſt Method of exerciſing this Chqhe 

rity, is by allotting ſuch a Maintenance for thul 

Miniſters of Chriſt, as may enable them to pro vi 
vi 


nl · vide for themſelves, and thoſe who depend on 

hyfthem : And of this kind of Charity, the Piety 

nd of our Gracious Sovereign has given a Noble 

zeit Inſtance ; which will make Her Memory dear 

ry, Ito all Ages in the Church of God; and will, we 

t is doubt not, be an Addition to the Crown of 
| Glory reſerved for her in the Heavens. 


re-l Next to its preſent Wants and Neceſſities, Po- 


etsverty has nothing more terrible in it, than the 
theBFear of Futurity ; nor is Life acquainted with a 
more anxious and diſtracting Care, than that 
hich ariſes from the proſpect of entailing Po- 
verty upon thoſe who are to come aſter us ; and 
whom, by the ſtricteſt Bonds of Nature, we are 
obliged to provide for. After a preſent Main- 
nuftenance therefore, the next Degree of Charity 
ting is to lighten this heavy Burthen ; that the Mini- 
Poſſters ot Chriſt may with chearfulneſs, and with- 
heſqout interruption, attend the Service of the Al- 
tiontar; when they ſee a Way open'd for the Sup- 
et Mort of their indigent Families, when they them- 
ld ſelves their only preſent Support, ſhall be taken 
untYrom them. And this carries me to the Second 

frefſhing I propoſed, to obſerve to you, 
rat ö 
pre 
k qind that Charity is, which is the End and De- 
orkigu offthis Annual Solemnit 
Re The Objects of this Charity, are the Widows 
nd Orphans of thoſe who ſpent their Lives in 


r thſul in the Sight of God. Conſidered in them- 


' proflves, they are not, I truſt, the meaneſt of 
C 2 Chriſt's 


vid 


IT. How truly Chriſtian and Excellent in its. 


enrintand fv i 


A of 


ys ! 
2 


Chahe Service of the Altar, and were found Faith- * 


the Sons of the Clergy, 15 
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Chriſt's Diſciples : The Example of their Huf- 
bands and Fathers; the pious Inſtruction under 
which they have lived; the regular Devotions 
to which they have been always accuſtomed ; 
and their conſtant Communion with the Church; 
are ſure Pledges to us, of their Faith and Holi- 
neſs. But to their own, they add the Prophet's 
Claim to your Charity, who has left them no- 
thing elie to maintain them. The Age and In- 
firmities of the one, the Youth and Inexperience 
of the other ; and the near Relation they bear 


to Chriſt Aby\his Servant now at reſt with him 


contein all the Motives and Arguments that can 
be uſed ro excite the Charity ot a Chriſtian. 
Were this Poverty the Effect of Luxury or 
dleneſs, we might well be aſhamed to plead its 
auſe in publick :! B 
well known; and it is ſo far from being our Re- 
proach, that in ſome meaſure it is our Glory: 
For notwithſtanding the Meanneſs of our Paro- 
chial Cures, and the Diſcouragements of Want 
and Poverty, yet the Service of God has not 
been neglected, nor his Altar forſaken: And the 
numerous Objects of Charity, that are to be 
found among the Deſcendents of the Engliſh 
Clergy, are an Evidence on their behalt, that 
they fed the Flock of God, which was among them, 
taking the overſight thereof, not by conſtraint, but 
willingly; not for filthy lucre ſake, but of a ready 
mind, i Pet. 5. 2. And let no Man grudge us 
this our Boaſting ; That we can in this Church 
ſhew more Labourers worthy of their hire ; who 
without Gold or Silver in their Purſes, or "oy 
T 1 5 1 : 5 er a or 


Bud the Reaſons of N Are toc N 


Some who ſubſiſt upon the Charity this 
Corporation) are living Teſtimonies of . aith 


the Sons of the Clergy. 17 


for their Journey, preach the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
than any other Church in the Chriſtian World 


can' do. 5 


/ 


and *Conftancy of the Engliſh Clergy, to God, 
and to their A ſhall eaſily be underſtood 
to mean the Widows of the Sequeſtred Clergy 
who (till labour under that Poverty, which their 
Husbands willingly choſe to ſubmit to, rather 
than to ſacrifice their Faith and their Allegiance 
to the Wickedneſs of the Age they lived in. And 
is this a diſgracetul Poverty to the Miniiters of 
the Goſpel, which ſo evidently bears the Marks - 
of the Lord Jeſus ? SAC 
Neyer does Chriſt more truly ſuffer in his 
Memes, than when his Members ſuffer for 
him: Nor can our Acts of Mercy ever more 
nearly approach him, than when we relieve thoſe 
who endure Afflictions tor his and the Goſpel's 
ſake. Here then, , Is Chriſt Feſus 
Pate forth before your eyes, ſuffering, among 
you ; ſuttering in theſe Members, who inherit the 
Poverty of his Prophets; which they, for his, 


and the Goſpel's ſake, embraced. „ pry 04804 PUN 


Had been turned 
to the more advantageous Employments of the 
World; Had Ü with the Subſtance whic 
was ſpent in ther Education, and in fitting 
for the Miniſtry, bought any Knowledge but the 
Knowledge of the Goſpel ; it wou'd have made 
an anſwerable Return to and Mir Fami- 
lies; for eyery Workman receives his Hire, 2 
5 5 2 due 
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a due Recompence for his Labour, except the 
poor Miniſters of Chriſt, who have this on: 


95 for their Comfort, that They are worthy 
of i 


is this Poverty of the Prophet, which was 
the undeſerved Lot of his Holy Office, that now 
claims our Charity : And have not the Chil- 
dren a Right to ask in the Prophet's Name, 
ſince tis the Prophet's Poverty that afflicts 
them? Is it not juſt that they ſhou'd plead 
their Father's Relation to Chriſt, for a Support 
under their preſent Wants; fince their Father's 
Relation to Chriſt has entail'd theſe Wants upon 
? 


e — 
If therefore there be any Arguments for Pity, 
in Age and Infirmities, oppreſs'd with Poverty; 
or if Youth and Innocence, expos d to Want, 
have any Charms to move Compaſſion; if the 
Poverty of the Goſpel has any Right to a Chri- 
ſtian's Charity; or if the Chriſtian Prieſthsod 
has for its Work's Sake, and its near Relation 
to Chriſt, any Title to Love or Honour ; Be- 
hold! how all theſe Motives unite to plead the 
Cauſe that is now before you. 

If the. leaſt Charity, beſtowed on one of 
Chriſt's Little Ones, ſhall draw down the. Bleſ- 
ſings of Heaven upon us; If to receive a Righ- 
teous Man, ſhall entitle us to a Righteous Man's 
Reward ; and if by ſnewing Mercy to a Pro- 
phet, we ſhall receive a Prophet's Reward ; what 
Rewards may we not expect to reap from this 


Charity; where the Little Ones and the Righ- 
reous are united into one Object, by ſuffering 


under 


the Sons of the Clergy. 19 


under the ſame common Calamity; and where 
both have the Prophets Name, and the Prophets 
Poverty to plead ? 


To theſe Motives what further can we add, 
but only our Prayers; That God wou'd regard 
this poor Family of his Prophets, and raiſe them 
up Friends for their Comfort; That He wou'd 


open the Hearts of the People towards them, 
for his Servants the Prophets Sake. : 


nd mzy the Charity beſtowed on theſe poor 
9 
the Lord. 


e ever had in Remembrance before 
in the Goſpel, and with whom they now reſt 


May he whom tiſch Fathers ſerved 


from their Labours, be ever mindful of the Kind- 
2 C1 L 


neſs ſhewn to his Houſhold of Faith. „c 
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